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and well educated. It has now become possible to rob the heirs of
what has been left to them by the testator, and in spite of their wishes
to the contrary, the judges of the Supreme Court of the Transvaal
were unable to right the wrong. It is hardly possible to get a purer
or a more independent bench of judges than the people of the
Transvaal have in their Supreme Court. They are not carried away by
the slightest prejudice, and we have known them to have given fearless
decisions before now. The cause was represented by the ablest lawyer
in South Africa, who put his whole heart into it, and yet the judges
have not been able, as they virtually admitted, to do justice. The cause
is not far to seek. Law 3 of 1885 was passed by a legislature that had
no regard for the feelings of British Indians, or, for that matter, any
Coloured people. It was manifestly un-British and in breach of all the
known rules of civilisation. It was an item of discussion at the Bloem-
fontein Conference1 that preceded the Boer War, and when the late
President Kruger seemed to yield the point of the franchise, Lord
Milner it was who sent a cablegram to Mr. Chamberlain, "What about
the Coloured men?" Such was his solicitude for them before War, but
with the times, His Lordship's views changed. One would have thought
that amongst the first acts of his administration would be repeal of this
hateful Law, but His Lordship temporized, British Indians approached
him, and he put them off until it became impossible for him to purge the
Statute-book of Law 3 of 1885, because of the agitation of the white
inhabitants of the Transvaal; and up to this day, it remains in force in
the Transvaal as a mark of indelible disgrace for the British administration
in the Transvaal over which His Excellency presided. Is the Liberal
Government going to perpetuate the terrible wrong under which British
Indians are labouring?
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249. THE POLL-TAX
A correspondent from Ladysmith writes in the Gujarati columns:
In the Government Gazette dated the 28th February, there is a notice about
the poll-tax which states that those, other than Natives, who do not pay the
tax before that day, shall be liable to a penalty. This has caused terror amongst
the Indians. Those living in the town of Ladysmith have already paid the
tax, but the poor Indians, who have just emerged from their indenture and
who are living on farms and in distant places, cannot realise the thing, and
have not been able to pay the poll-tax. These men have to be informed. The
sergeant-in-charge receives the poll-tax, gives them a receipt, and then takes
them before the Magistrate and the men are fined. If they do not pay the
i Held in 1899 when Lord Milner* Governor of the Gape, and Paul Kruger, President of
the Transvaal, discussed, among other things, the controversial subject of franchise for non-
Batch white settlers in the Transvaal.